H EA Annual Conference and Exhibition Thursday 19th November 2026 at The Celtic Manor

Highway Electrical Association

Smart. Sustainable. Connected. The Future of Highway Electrical Infrastructure

09:30 | HEA AGM (HEA / HEA-HEMSA members only) — Level C2 — The Beaumaris Suite
10:00 | Registration 10:15 | Exhibition Opens and Refreshments
11:00 | Conference Session 1: Session Chair — HEA President — L2 — Beaumaris Suite

11:10

Technical Sponsor Speech: — Portland Traffic — L2 — Beaumaris Suite

11:20

Paper 1 - Future-Proofing Road Lighting Infrastructure: Practical Approaches to Resilient Electrical Design
Robin Earl TMIET, Market Development Manager — DEHN UK Limited

With increasing pressure on local authorities to deliver reliable, connected and sustainable road lighting networks, resilience has
become a critical design consideration. Recent changes within TD 501 place greater emphasis on protecting infrastructure from
electrical faults, overvoltage events and premature equipment failure, helping authorities maximise asset life and reduce
maintenance costs. This presentation explores the practical measures available to improve resilience in road lighting schemes,
including the application of surge protection devices, compliance with current standards and lessons learned from real-world
installations. Delegates will gain practical insight into avoiding common design and installation pitfalls, protecting valuable assets
and developing future-ready lighting infrastructure capable of supporting the demands of increasingly connected highway networks.

11:50

Paper 2 - Investing in the Future of Connected Infrastructure: What Should We Really Specify?

Lawrence Baynham, Director — INDO Technologies Ltd.

As smart and connected technologies become increasingly embedded within highway electrical infrastructure, one important
question is often overlooked: are today's specifications enabling future innovation, or locking assets into yesterday's technology?
This presentation challenges conventional approaches to specifying connected lighting and infrastructure systems, exploring how
decisions made today can impact flexibility, resilience and long-term value for decades to come. Drawing on real-world lighting
projects, the session will examine practical considerations such as power availability, reliability, communications and whole-life
costs, helping delegates understand how to create specifications that remain relevant as technology evolves. Attendees will leave
with a practical, vendor-neutral framework that can be applied to future tenders, helping local authorities avoid stranded assets,
support sustainability objectives and ensure infrastructure remains adaptable to changing community and operational needs.

12:20

Paper 3 - Cross-Pavement EV Charging (XPS): Overcoming Technical, Safety and Governance Barriers
Daniel Scolari, Associate Director - WSP

On the Panel: TBC

As EV adoption continues to grow, local authorities are facing increasing pressure to support residents without access to off-street
parking. While cross-pavement charging may appear to be a simple solution, it presents complex challenges around accessibility,
safety, liability, governance and long-term asset management. This session draws on real-world project experience to provide
practical guidance on delivering safe, scalable and defensible cross-pavement charging schemes. Delegates will gain valuable
insight into the technical, operational and policy considerations needed to support residential EV charging while ensuring
compliance, inclusivity and long-term sustainability.

13:00

Lunch (Buffet) — Exhibition Hall

14:30

Conference Session 2: Session Chair — HEA Vice President — L2 — The Beaumaris Suite

14:35

Paper 4 - Challenge First, Technology Second: A Practical Framework for Connected Infrastructure Delivery
Ryan Baum, Business Development Manager, Smart Cities — Lucy Zodion Limited

As local authorities face increasing pressure to deliver smarter services, meet net zero targets and manage ageing infrastructure
with limited budgets, connected technology is often seen as the answer. But where should authorities start? This presentation
challenges the technology-first approach and demonstrates how the most successful smart infrastructure projects begin with clearly
defined operational challenges and desired outcomes. Drawing on real-world local authority case studies, the session will provide a
practical framework for identifying opportunities, selecting appropriate technologies and delivering connected solutions that improve
services, support sustainability objectives and enable better data-driven decisions. Delegates will gain practical insight into how
intelligent lighting, environmental monitoring and connected infrastructure can be successfully implemented while avoiding common
pitfalls and ensuring long-term value.

15:05

Paper 5 - Smart. Sustainable. Connected. But What Comes First?

Facilitated by Richard Jackson, Executive Director — DFL-UK

On the Panel: TBC

Ageing assets, limited budgets, net zero commitments, growing energy demand and smarter technologies are creating difficult
decisions for local authorities across the UK. This interactive panel discussion will explore the competing priorities facing the sector
and invite delegates to help answer a crucial question: what should we prioritise now to build the highway electrical infrastructure
needed for the next 20 years? Join representatives from across the industry to debate the issues, share your views and help
influence the future priorities that the HEA should champion on behalf of the sector.

16:00

Exhibition Hall for Refreshments

18:00

Arrival (Red Carpet) & Photography — Level C1 — The Caernarvon Lobby

18:50

Call to Dinner 19:00 | Awards Dinner & Ceremony (Prompt Start) — Level C1 — The Caernarvon Suite






